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STATE OF WISCONSIN

David J. Stute Suite 401
Director One East Main Street
P.O. Box 2536
Madison, Wl 53701-2536
(608) 266-1304
FAX {608) 266-3830
leg.council @legis.state.wi.us
CHILDREN AT RISK PROGRAM n’
MEMO NO. 3 Ao~ ok bt m
March 1, 1999 o e [ (g M
7 ¢
O
N ‘NV\?
‘ 71
TO: - MEMBERS OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON THE CHILDREN AT
RISK PROGRAM
FROM: Russ Whitesel, Senior Staff Attorney

SUBJECT:  Description of WLCS: 0062/P1, Relating to Revising the Children At Risk
Statute '

Attached is a draft, WLCS: 0062/P1, relating to revising the current children at risk
statute. This preliminary draft reflects the preliminary discussions of the Special Committee at
their January 29, 1999 meeting. The draft shows the complete current statute, with added
language underscored, deleted language struck-through and alternatives in brackets. The draft is
intended to serve as the basis for further discussion and decisions by the Special Committee.

As drafted, WLCS: 0062/P1 has the following features:

1. The current term “children at risk” is changed to “children at risk of not graduating
from high school.” '

9 The definition of children at risk of not graduating from high school has been
changed to reflect the revised focus of high school graduation.

3. The requirement that all school districts identify children at risk in grades 5 to 12 has
been retained, but the mandatory participation in the aid program has been eliminated. The draft
provides that any school district with 30 or more dropouts (or 5% of their enrollment) may

participate.

4. The draft aims at increasing accountability by requiring participating school districts
to identify the specific programs they are funding with aid received from the children at risk of
not graduating from high school appropriation. The draft also encourages school districts to use
funds for smaller schools, alternative programs and charter schools, but allows use for other
appropriate programs. The draft also directs the Legislative Audit Bureau to audit the effective-

ness of the specifically funded local programs.
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AN ACT to amend 118.153 of the statutes; relating to: amending the children at risk

statute.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do enact as
Jollows:

SecTiON 1. 118.153 of the statutes is amended to read:

118.153 Children at risk of not graduatin igh school. (1) In this section:

(a) “Children at risk ¢fnot graddating FromNgh sehool” means pupils in grades 5 to
oo ox Sl ’

v ks, hecence |

ik WL W
12 who ase—eﬂﬁ\have failed to pass the high sSchool graduation examination under s. 118.30
(1m) (d) or who are dropouts or who are 2 or more of the following:

1. One or more years behind their age group in the number of high school credits

attained, or-2.

2. Two or more years behind their age group in basic skill levels;-and-are-also-one-or
more of-thefollowing:.

I—Dropouts-

2m- 3. Habitual truants, as defined in s. 118.16 (1) (a).

3. 4. Parents.

4: 5. Adjudicated delinquents. /

(b) “Dropout” means a child who ceased to attend lchool, does not attend a I;ublic or

private school, technical college or home-based private ediucational program on a full-time
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2 the pupil’s parent or guardian, a school board described under subd. 1. shall enroll the pupil

. T i . ;
3 in thé a specific program 3ﬂ§:partnersh1p school, charter school, alternative school, school
4 within a school or other appropriate progré.rréj:c; children at risk ﬁg&gﬂ%ﬂ&@mg

5 )ggybﬁ If the school board makes available more than one program for children at risk dfmot

6 /g%dn%m@gg@, the school board shall enroll the pupil in the program selected

7 by the pupil’s parent or guardian if the pupil meets the prerequisites for that program. If there
8 is no space in that program for the pupil, the school board of the school district operating under
9 ch. 119 shall place the pupil’s name on a waiting list for that program and offer the pupil an
10 dtemaﬁve program for children at risk of not g ] until space in the
11 requested program becomes available.
12 (b) A program for children at risk %%j%@@%olshaﬂ be designed
13 to allow the pupils enrolled to meet high school graduation requirements unders. 118.33. The
14 school board of the school district operating under ch. 119 shall ensure that there are at least
15 40 30 pupils and no more than 280 250 pupils in each program and that a separate administrator
16 or teacher is in charge of each program.
17 (c) 1. Each school board shall identify appropriate private, nonprofit, nonsectarian
18 °  agencies located in the school district or within 5 miles of the boundaries of the school district
19 to meet the requirements under pars. (a) and (b) for the children at risk @
20 high schoolénrolled in the school district.
21 2. The school board may contract with the agencies identified under subd. 1.@?«491

22

23 determines that the agencies can adequately serve such children.
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(b) Upon receipt of a school board’s annual report under par. (a) the state superintendent
shall pay to the school district from the appropriation under s. 20.255 (2) (bc), for each pupil

enrolled in a program for children at risk &

at least 3 ([«}Nof the objectives under par. (c) in the previous school year, additional state aid
in an amount equal to 10% of the school district’s average per pupil aids provided under s.
20.835 (7) (a), 1991 stats., and s. 20.255 (2) (ac) in the previous school year. |

(c) 1. The pupil’s attendance rate was at least 70%.

2. The pupil remained in school.

3. The pupil, if a high school senior, received a high school diplom% i

4. The pupil earned at least 4.5 academic credits or a prorated number of credits if the

pupil was enrolled in the program for less than the entire school year.

hes
5. The pupiT/T\:lé?nonstrated, on standardized tests or other appropriate measures, aét-leastwn\\
! ve(ew
one-meonth’s a gain in reading and mamMmensurate with his or
vl e
her enrollmenl. J/

. successfully passes the high school graduation test under s. 118.30 (1m
‘g)f/ (o tha i e o il )
(e) If the appropriation under s. 20.255 (2) (bc) in any fiscal year is insufficient to pay
the full amount of aid under par. (b), state aid payments shall be prorated among the school

districts entitled to such aid.

'(5) The school board -of-the school distriet-operating-under-elr—T19 shall use thp
.
additional funds received under this section to easpand—sseees;%iﬁrograms for children at ris}
, : AN . )
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1
3
X t+ Hlb)
{4 118.153} Children at risk of not ggaduatmg from high school. Ay Ynthis

) ¢ »
frioh gridup ih<zkpal” means pupils in grades
, Golmmld'w
7 5to 12Wh0 ; v failed iy ig o i i unde
v L
8 s.118.30 (1m) gdg apWyhal are dropouts or Xﬁbﬂ are 2 or more of the following:
m_ .

9 17( One or more years behind their age group in the number of high school credits

10 attainedrer-2.
11 9. Two or more years behind their age group in basic skill levels;-and-are-alse

NS e -
V- 13 ‘



‘. " 1999 — 2000 Legislature -2- LRB-2552/P
o ‘ S PG.....Ip

SEcCTION 1

(%41

e=based private educational~

oy

| progeatn on a full-time basis, has not gra atéd rom high school and dogs-fiot have |

o 1 O

©

an acceptable excuse under s. 118)13‘%@ i) (b) to (d) or (3) A v,

10 “Partnership schoel” means a school established under (3) (c) below.

11

12

13

‘14
.15
16 z ast”30 . pupi i a_separate
17 dministf' 6r or teacher in charge of the school andAhat '/‘ sed in a space
18 seciﬁcail dedicated to it in a larger scheol building. o

19 E (2) (a) Everyschiool board shall identify the eltildren at risk of not graduatin

August 15

! igh*School who are enrolled in the-shool district and annuall
wf :
P ,‘-Q; a plan describing how,

Mg, 1Sy (L)() 4 Ifin the previous school year a school district had 6 30 or more dropouts/[

e school board will meet thei

r a dropout rate exceeding 5% of its total high school enrollm'ent,@e school board

shall may apply to the state superintendent for aid under this section.

> e RALIRISH (2) ()1, W .3(2) (4)
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ool gzt had-40-o Moo=l rono ho
= 186 J-O gLt ropodt >

OO O a¥a
= i -

(3) (a) Begifiing in the 1993—94-sctiool year:

1~ very school boardthat applies for aid undeg suts’ (2) (b) shall make g £lable

to the childfen at risk of not graduati - high school - the scl:gglf

<‘1W(ifi3;trict a program for oraduating ] . /

-

tgasE( 2)(b) A ptogram for children at risk gi

2. Upon request of a pupil who is a childat risk dfinot\grafiyatinig feom hig

ort upil’s parent or guardjati, a school board describgMéder subd. 1. shall
o~

o

‘ . e
Seiffeprogram [either a partr}er“shlp school, charter school,
e

o

’”gppropriate program] for chi},dr’gn
S

dne program for childrg},ar’fisk A4t Ehad atingfrom

Wfiéin the program selected by -

if the pupil megts the prerequisites for that progrs

‘ o the pupil, the school board of thes

see ni,t 3 (3
designed to allow the pupils enrolled to meet high school graduation requirements
under s. 118.33. The school board of the school district operating under ch. 119 shall
ensure that there are at least 40 30 pupils and no more than 200 25_0 pupils in each

program and that a separate administrator or teacher is in charge of each program.

' . ach school boaid/syﬂ/identify approprizydﬂ;, nonprofit
| nonsetarian agencies located”in the school district or within 5 miles gf~the
ST ., AN \i‘@.\)”:(ﬂ (c) 2.

4

\X
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" @ // M A SECTION 1

1 Wﬁe school d ' t tertiieet the requlrements Bgﬂmﬁ)’at/rs (a) and (b) for -
hildren at risk of ne nating from high .‘lsfé”’él enrolled in the schao‘l’ﬂistrﬁ/ v
T ‘ o ¥

'

v - g v E i
sfeT” Sster
school board determines that the agencies can adequately serve such children.

3. The chool boaryszl'f provide a specific dollar -ow. 0 each program and 2

shall provide [af subsequent vears onlyAfThat program meets 3 4]0

obj ectl @ ner par. (¢)] specific objectives-dgreed upon by the school .,;. he /

reglplent prior to the award of funds. g

-

e

in acquiring employability skills and dccupational-specific compegencies before

leaving high school. If the stateguperintendent approves g program under this

endent may award a granf, from the appropriation

paragraph, the state superi

under s. 20.255 (3) (ef) the nonprofit organizatio:f providing the program and the

nonprofit orgamzat,mn shall use the funds reeéived under the grant to provide the

rogram. § h
u —— )
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SECTION 1

1 superintendent shall establish re,qéements for the operatiiyf
2 rogram under this subsectio Those requirements need otﬁ be
3 ulgated as rules.
4 4)(a) Ahnually in Augu;’cf a S}h&)l board that applied for @ré under tlij;,eeﬁio{?
5 in the previous school year ghéll submit a report to the state supe;Méident. The g
6 report shall include oxly information about the pupils e%;okléfa/;n a program for !
7 children at risk-¢f not graduating from high school ’iﬁ;pthfe/previous school year that
8 is néces y for the state superintendent tc‘gmdéfgr;nine the number of pupils who

o

9 ?p’éved each of the objectives under’ﬂpai:.\w(c). » //‘/

o a

10 (b) Upon receipt of a sq};@"c")ﬂlwboard’s annual report under par. (@)vffﬁe state

11 superintendent shall pajg,té' the school district from the appropriatioptunder s. 20.255

12 (2) (be), for each pa:(”ﬁ?l enrolled in a program for children at ﬁ'ék of not in
e /

13 from high se‘I{E)ol who achieved at least 3 [4] of the ijefé?:ives under par. (c) in the
e 7
14 pregioﬂs school year, additional state aid in aynﬁgitnt equal to 10% of the sclyat{

15 /étrict’s average per pupil aids provide%ﬁer s. 20.835 (7) (a), 1991 stats:; and s
f' o

/
16 20.255 (2) (ac) in the previous schgﬂgl"ifear. //‘M
v . v
‘ - e
17 (c) 1. The pupil’s attendence rate was at least 70%. /w””
Q? 18 2. The pupil rpm;ﬁ:::i in_schaool » /’/

_sec. Am; W3.453 () («)3. awt S . ‘
_(i9 us .l'ﬂ@ ()3. Thé pupil, if a high school senior, received a high school diplom

/ 20 4. THe pupil earned at least 4.5 acaden}%redits or a prorated number#t credl
qﬁ")\ 21 if ﬂé bupil was enrolled in the progg%ﬁ{?or less than the entire schgel year. j
@

‘qai : _
5. The pupi K emonstrated, on standardized tests or other appropriate

N+ 23 measures, ’ “,a gain in reading and mathematics for-cach-month
Ha darefion

@ of commensurate withlhis or her enrollmen?" e the P %‘ 2m
@d‘ - hg 1chs J getwethont

peomineben v undes s 1930 (Im) ()
U iministe red. I
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10 18,

children at risk of

a
expansion-of a successful program would violate

ool districts entitled to such aid. _

ing from high school or to

e
e
.
o

_~3) The school board of the school istfict operating under ch. 119 shglttse the
additional funds receif/g;éer this section to expand succes

ablish new P%gra;s‘V

. (8) (b).

of aid under par. (b), state aid pay;neﬁ“‘fs shall be prorated

ey

programs for

.
eulla o Darlorm N L@ 2

&, A N ISS (6) - Janw t
1S3 (6) Biennially B%2005, the fegislative audit b}geau
v &

el

shall audit-school-distriet
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State of Wisconsin

1999 - 2000 LEGISLATURE ' LRB—2552/P/
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1 AN“ACT to repeal 118.153 (1) (a) 1-and 118.‘1531"\(2) (b) 2.; to renumber-and

répeal and recre?te/ 118:153 (5); and Zo create 118.153 (1) (a).5. of the
statutes; relating to: programs for children at risk of not graduating from high

schobl.

T - L B - NV I V)

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau -

This is a preliminary draft. Explanatory notes will be provided by the joint
legislative council staff on a later version.
For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be

printed as an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows: :

7 SEcTiON 1. 118.153 (title) of the statutes is amended to read:

8 118.153 (title) Children at risk of not graduating from high school.

3

amend 118.153 (2) (b) 1.; tp’amend 118.153 (title), 118.153 (1) (a) (intro.);- -
118.153 (3) (b), 118.153 () (¢) 2., 118.153 (4) (¢) 3, and 5. and 118.153 (6); o -



10
11

12
13

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

1999 —~ 2000 Legislature -2- LRB-2552/P2

SECTION 2

SECTION 2. 118.153 (1) (a) (intro.) of the statutes is amended to read:

118.153 (1) (a) (intro.) “Children at risk” means pupils in grades. 5 to 12 who

2 or more of the following:

m. One or more years behind their age group in the number of high school
credits attained;-or2, .
2. Two or more years behmd their age group in basic skill levels—and-are—alse ;
one-or-more-of the following:,
SECTION 3. 118.153 (1) (a) 1. of the statutes is _r_epe_a_l,ed,
SECTION 4. 118.153 @ (a) 5. of the statutes is; created to read:

118 153 (1) (a) 5. E1ghth grade puplls whose score 1n each subJect area on the. ,‘ o

exammatlon administered under s. 118 30 (lm) (am) 1 Was below the basic 1eve1 Sth -

grade puplls who failed the exammatlon admmlstered under s. 118.30 (lm) (am) 2

and 8th grade pupils who fanled to be promoted to the 9th grade.

SEcCTION 5. 118.153 (2) (b) 1. of the statutes is r_enumbered 118.153 (2) (b) and
amended to read: .

118.153 (2) (b) Ifin the pt'evious school year a school district had 80 30 or more
dropouts and nga dropout rate exceeding.5% of its total high school enrollment, the
school board shall may apply to the state superintendent for aid under this section.

SECTION 6. 118.153 (2) (b) 2. of the statutes is repealed.

SECTION 7. 118.153 (3) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:

118.153 (3) (b) A program for children at risk shall be designed to allow the
pupils enrolled to meet high school graduation requirements under s. 118.33. The

school board of the school district operating under ch. 119 shall ensure that there are

PG:emhijf” - "
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SECTION 7

1999 — 2000 Legislature

at least 40 30 pupils and no more than 200 250 pupils in each program and that a
separate administrator or teacher is in charge of each program.

SECTION 8. 118.153 (3) (c) 2. of the statutes is amended to read:

118.153 (8) (c) 2. The school board may contract with:the agencies identified
under subd. 1. for not-mere-than-30% some or all of the children at risk enrolled in
the schoolv district if the school board determines that the agencies can -adéquately _
serve such children.

SECTION 9. 118.153 (4) (¢) 3. and ‘5.‘ of the statutes are amended to read:

118.153 (4) (¢) 3. The pupil, if a high school senior, received a high school .

118.3 1m »
5. The pup11 has demonstrated on standardlzed tests or other appropriate . -

‘ measures, at-leastene-meath-s a gam in readmg and mathematlcs fer-eaeh—menfeh

of commensurate with h f h1 r her enrollment in the program.

SECTION 10. 118.153 (5) of the statutes is repealed and recreated to read:

118.153 (5) (a) In this subsection: |

1. “Alternative school” means a public school that has at least 30 pupils and no
more than 250 pupils, has a separate administrator or teacher in charge of the school
and offers a nontraditional curriculum.

9. “School within a school” means a school that has at least 30 pupils and no
more than 250 pupils, has a separate administrator or teacher in charge of the school
and is housed in a space specifically dedicated to it in a public school.

(b) Subject to sub. (3) (c) 3., a school board receiving funds under this section

shall provide a specific sum to each program for children at risk in which pupils
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SECTION-10

enrolled in the school district are enrolled based on the ability of the program to meet '
the objectives under sub. (4) (c). -
(c) A school board»re_ceiving funds under this section shall give preference in

allocating those funds to programs for children at risk provided by alternative .

* schools, charter schools, schools within schools and agencies identified under sub. 3)

() 1.
SECTION 11. 118.153 (8) of the statutes is amended to read; -
118.153 (6) B&enmalﬂl—y _y_J_Q_g_Q_L_Z_Q% the legislative: audlt bureau shall .

under this section to dete

objectives unde 4) (c).

~ (END)
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Section #. 118.153 (3) (a) 2. of the statutes is amended to read:

118.153 (3) (a) 2. Upon request of a pupil who is a child at risk or the pupil’s parent or guardian,
a school board described under subd. 1. shall enroll the pupil in the program for children at risk.
If the school board makes available more than one program for children atrisk, the school board shall
enroll the pupil in the program selected by the pupil’s parent or guardian if the pupil meets the prereq-
uisites for that program. If there is no space in that program for the pupil, the school board of the
school district operating under ch. \1r\1 9 shall place the pupil’s name on a waiting list for that program
and offer the pupil mmm%cg—?am for children at risk until space in the requested program

becomes available.

History: 1985 a. 29, 332; 1987 a. 27; 1989 a. 31, 336; 1991 a. 39, 196; 1993 a. 16, 341, 399, 491; 1995 a. 27 5. 9145
(1); 1997 a. 27, 113.

(ene oF LNSEJC()
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., 118.153 (2) (b) 2;and 118.153 (3) (a) (intro.); -

—

AN ACT to repeal 118.153 (1) (3

to renumber and amepd 118.153 (2) (b) 1.; o amend 118.153 (title), 118.153

(1)(a)’(intro.), 118.183 (3) () 2., 118.153 (3) (b), 118.153 (3) (¢) 2.,118.153 (4) (). - -
3. and 5. and ¥18.153 (6); to repeal and recreate 118.153 (5); and to create

118.153 (1) (a) 5. of the statutes; relating to: programs for children at risk of

not graduating from high school. , T
—~ —

Analysis by the Legislative Rvei‘/e/au

raft.
.‘.JF"W [151 5 Ler aadl
For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be
printed as an appendix to this bill.
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The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

~ SecTION 1. 118.153 (title) of the statutes is amended to read:

8 118.153 (title) Children at risk of not graduating from high school.
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SECTION 2

SECTION 2. 118.158 (1) (a) (intro.) of the statutes is amended to read:

118.153 (1) (a) (intro. ) “Children at risk” means pupils in grades 5 to 12 who

2 or more of the following:
1m, One or more years behind their age group in the number of hlgh school

credits attained;er2,

2. Two or more years behind their age group in basic skill levels;-and-are-alse
ene-or-more-of the-following:,

SEcTION 3. 118:153 (1)»(a) 1.of the statutes is.repealed. ... . . .

- SEcrioN 4. 118.153 (1) (a) 5. of the statutes is; created to read

8. 153 (l) (a) 5. Exghth grade pupxls whose score m each subject area on the .
.exammatxon admmlstered under s.118:30 (1m) (am)1. wasbelow the basxc 1evel 8th ;
grade puplls who failed the exammatlon administered under s. 118. 30 (1m) (am) 2.,
and 8th grade pupils who falled to be promoted to the 9th grade '

SEcTION 5. 118.153 (2) (b) 1 of the statutes is renumbered 118.153 (2) (b) and
amended to read:

118.153 (2) (b) Ifin the previous school year a school district had 50 30 or more
dropouts and or a dropout rate exceeding 5% of its total high school enrollment, the
school board shall may apply to the state superintendent for aid under this section.

SECTION 6. 118.153 (2) (b) 2. of the statutes io repealed.

SECTION 7. 118.153 (3) (a) (intro.) of the statutes is repealed.

SECTION 8. 118.153 (3) (a) 2. of the statutes is amended to read:

118.153 (8) (a) 2. Upon request of a pupil who is a child at risk or the pupil’s

parent or guardian, a school board described under subd. 1. shall enroll the pupil in
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\ 1 the program for children at risk. If the school board makes available more than one
2 program for children at risk, the school board shall enroll the pupil in the program
3 ~selected by the pupil’s parent or guardian if thepupil meets the prerequisites for that i
4 :program. If there is no space in that program for the pupil, the school board of the
5 school dlstrlct operating under ch. 119 shall place the;pupil’s name on a waiting list
6 for that program and offer the pupil an-alternative agg_mez program for children at
-7 - risk until space in the requested program becomes available.
8 L. SECTION 9. 118.153 (3) (b) of the statutes is amended té read:: -
9 118.153 (38) (b) A program for children at risk shall be designed to allow the.
10 - pupils enrolled to meet high school graduation.requirements under s. 118.38. The ... .. ..
] 11 - -school board of the school dlstnct operatmg under ch. 119shall ensure thatthereare. - i..iw0 s
12 . atleast 4030 puplls and no more than 260 250 pupils in: each pr@gram and thata . . ..
1 13 . separate administrator or teacher is in c_harge of each program.. ... .. .. .o iy

— e b e
Qo -3 [o2] (9]

-

19 SEcTION 11. 118.153 (4) (c) 3. and 5. of the statutes are amended to read:

20 118.153 (4) (c) 3. The pupil, if a high school senior, received a high school

21 . diploma g

22 118.30 (1m) (d).

23 5.. The pupil has demonstrated, on standardized tests or other appropriate
‘ 24 measures, at,-leass-eae-men&h’ﬁ a gain in reading and mathematics for each-month

95  of commensurate with the duration of his or her enrollment in the program.
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SECTION 12

SECTION. 12, 118.153 (5) t_)f the statutes is repealed and recreated to read:

118.153 (5) (2) In this subsection:

1. “Alternativeschool” means a public school th_at has at leé,st-_fa() pupilsandno
more than 250 pupils, has a separate administrator or teacher in charge of the school
and offers a nontraditional curriculum, -

2. “School within a school” means a school that has at least 30 pupils and no
more than 250 pupils, has a separate administrator or teacher in charge of the school
and is housed in a space specifically dedicated toit in a public school. ... -

(b) Subject to sub. (3) (¢).3., a school board receiving funds under this section .

shall proﬂvide~»,a specific-sum to each program for children at risk in which pupils .
" enrolled in the school district are enrolled based on the ability of the program tomeet ... - . ..

" the objectives under sub..(4) (c). = oo T

(c) A school board rece1v1ng funds under this section shall give preference in

allocatmg those funds to programs for chlldren at, rlsk ‘provided .by altematwe‘

schools, charter schools, schools withinschools and agenciesidentified undersub. (3) . -

(©) 1. » ,
SECT!ON 13. 118.153 (6) of the statutes is amended to read:

118.153 (6) &%m&ﬂyw the legislative audit bureau shall

programs funded under this section to dgj;grmmg the extent to which they meet the

(END)
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PREFATORY NOTE: This bill dg#ft was
prepared for the joint legislafive council’s special committee on the
— childrery a*Tisk program. It contains a series of changes to the current
N children;at—risk statute to focus funding on specific programs designed to
serve students at risk of not graduating from high school. The bill does
not increase the current funding for the program despite the conclusion
of the committee that the need for such programs far ou@aces the
funding allocated. The bill reflects the approach of refocusing the
current funding on specific programs with measurable goals with the
anticipation that if the results warrant additional funding, those will be
provided in the future. The bill makes the following modifications in the
current law:

1. The name of the program is changed from “children at risk” to
“children at risk of not graduating from high school” to reflect the
refocusing of the program. '

2. The definition of children at risk is changed.

currently “children at risk” is defined under s. 118.153 (1) (a) to mean

pupils in grades 5 to 12 who are one or more years behind their age

group in the number of high school credits attained, or 2 or more years

behind their age group in basic skill levels, and are also one or more of

the following: (a) dropouts; (b) habitual truants; (c) parents; or (d) L
adjudicated delinquents. The draft f€Visesthis definitioni to-provide that i
children at risk means pupils in grades 5 to 12 who are at risk of not

graduating from high school because the& failed the high school

graduation exam administered under s. 118.30°(1m) (d). are dropouts, or

are 2 or more of the following:

a. One or more years behind their age group in the number of high
school credits attained.

b. Two or more years behind their age group and basic skill levels.
c. Habitual truants.

d. Parents.

e. Adjudicated delinquents.

f. Eighth grade pupils whose score in each subject area on the
examination administered under s. 118.30 (lm)‘/(am) 1. was below the
basic level, 8th grade pupils who failed the examination under s. 118.30
(1m) (‘a/m) 2. and 8th grade pupils who failed to be promoted to the 9th
grade.



b. The pupil remained in school.
. The pupil, if a high school senior, received a high school diploma.

d. The pupil earned at least 4.5 academic credits or a prorated number of
credits if the pupil was enrolled in the program for less than the entire
school year.

e. The pupil demonstrated, on standardized tests or other appropriate
measures, at least one month’s gain in reading and mathematics for each
month of enrollment.

The bill @yt modifies item c., above, by adding additional language
providing that the criteria would also be met if the pupil has passed the
high school graduation examination administered under s. 118.30 (1m)
(d). The bill d¢¢# also amends item e., above, to provide that the pupil
has demonstrated on standardized tests or other appropriate measures a
gain in reading and mathematics commensurate with the duration of his
or her enrollment in the program. Each pupil is still required to achieve
at least 3 of the specified objectives.

/" Current law requires the legislative audit bureau to conduct an audit
every 2 years regarding the eligibility, performance criteria and state aid
payments under the program. This bill dgg#t provides that by January 1,
2005, the legislative audit bureau shall audit the programs funded under
the children:\at,?isk program to determine the extent to which they meet
the objectives specified under s. 118.153 (4) (c), discussed above.

(4pp dF iNselT @)
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SUBMITTAL LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU
FORM Legal Section Telephone: 266-3561
5th Floor, 100 N. Hamilton Street

The attached draft is submitted for your inspection. Please check each part carefully, proofread each word, and
sign on the appropriate line(s) below.

Date: 6/1/99 To: Legislative Council - JLC

Relating to LRB drafting number: LRB-2552

Topic
Children at risk

Subject(s)

Education - school boards

1. JACKET the draft for introduction

in the Senate K or the Assembly (check only one). Only the requester under whose name the
drafting request is entered in the LRB’s drafting records may authorize the draft to be submitted. Please
allow one day for the preparation of the required copies.

2. REDRAFT. See the changes indicated or attached

A revised draft will be submitted for your approval with changes incorporated.

p—

3. Obtain FISCAL ESTIMATE NOW, prior to introduction /
/

If the analysis indicates that a fiscal estimate is required because the proposal makes an appropriation or

;increases or decreases existing appropriations or state or general local government fiscal liability or
revenues, you have the option to request the fiscal estimate prior to introduction. If you choose to
introduce the proposal without the fiscal estimate, the fiscal estimate will be requested automatically upon
introduction. It takes about 10 days to obtain a fiscal estimate. Requesting the fiscal estimate prior to
introduction retains your flexibility for possible redrafting of the proposal.

If you have any questions regarding the above procedures, please call 266-3561. If you have any questions

relating to the attached draft, please feel free to call me.

Peter R. Grant, Managing Attorney
Telephone: (608) 267-3362



